SPROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
SURVEY TO PROVIDE INFORMATION FOR A POTENTIAL
COMMUNITY–LED DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Dear Village Resident
New developments such as houses and businesses can prove an emotive subject. Simply saying ‘no’ to new homes or
other types of development (in principle) will not be an option in future. Nationally there is a housing shortage and
the Government is relaxing planning considerations to rectify this. New houses need to be built and the challenge is
for communities to shape this process. Many villages face pressure as development is likely to be proposed abutting
the current settlement boundaries (although the recent Wolsey Grange planning application is set apart from
Sproughton itself). Communities have a choice to either get involved and have a plan as to what their needs will be
over the next 15 years, including housing type and where they should be built, or not to influence these matters and
let Babergh District Council decide where developments will take place within the parish, which may be in areas
parishioners disagree with.
Sproughton Parish Council is hoping to produce a Community-Led Development Plan which could act as a precursor
to a full-blown Neighbourhood Plan.
The Parish Aims in the broadest sense are for: 1. A vibrant and safe community that cares for and supports one another;
2. A sustainable community that provides well designed and sufficient housing to meet the needs of a range of
local household sizes, ages and incomes;
3. A successful community with a thriving local economic base which provides a range of job opportunities;
4. Social equality and inclusion leading to a demographically and socially well-balanced, sustainable community;
5. A well run community that is supported by important local infrastructure and services;
6. An accessible community that is served well by walking and cycling links and has opportunities for
7. traveling by public and community transport;
8. An environmentally friendly community which promotes efficient use of natural resources, plus
9. Manages and respects a range of high quality open spaces.
With your help we can gather the data needed to guide us towards our broad goals. This anonymous survey is
being distributed to every property in the Parish (it can also be downloaded from our website @
http://sproughton.onesuffolk.net/ ).
We would like completed returns by the end of June. Please drop the finished questionnaires back to us either via
our Parish Clerk at 24 Church Crescent, Sproughton or email pc@sproughton.sufolk.gov.uk , or leave at the
Community Shop.
We will report back on progress at the monthly Parish Council Meeting to be held on 13th July 2016 in the Barley
Room, Tithe Barn, with a final statement on results late Summer/Early Autumn. Thank you for your time and input to
this important questionnaire.

Simon Curl,
Parish Council Chairman
May 2016
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SPROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
SURVEY QUESTIONS
General Information
1. Are you/they (rest of household)? (tick)
You
Person
2
Male
Female
2. What age group are you in? (tick)
You
Person
2
0 - 18
19 - 39
40 - 64
65 & over

Person
3

Person
4

Person
5

Person
6

Person
7

Person
3

Person
4

Person
5

Person
6

Person
7

Please indicate (you may tick more than one if appropriate)
3. What is your employment or education situation? (tick all that apply)
You
Person Person Person Person Person
2
3
4
5
6
Employed full-time
Employed part-time
Work from home
Self-employed
In a Gov’t training scheme
In full-time education
In part-time education
Retired
Unable to work through
illness/disability
Other

4. How far do you travel to your main place of work/study (if applicable)? (tick)
You
Person Person Person Person Person
2
3
4
5
6
Stay in Parish
Up to 20 miles
Over 20 miles
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7

Person
7

SPROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
5. How do you travel to your main place of work/study (if applicable)? (tick all that apply)
You
Person Person Person Person Person Person 7
2
3
4
5
6
Walk
Cycle
Bus
Train
Car / Van
Motor cycle / Scooter
Housing
Our village continues to grow slowly. Sproughton like all parishes will be a focus of further growth over the
next 20 years as the District Council is required to oversee a 20% increase in new homes across the district.
New homes are a result of a housing shortage, due to the rise in single occupancy households, longer life
expectancy, the take up of second homes, immigration, and investment properties in the buy to let market.
The consequence of a housing market that hasn’t reacted to these issues has led to rapidly increasing
housing prices, insufficient affordable housing, over-crowded houses as young people live with their
parents for longer, and homes that do not meet people’s needs. In addition, the population of Suffolk is
ageing and may have different housing needs to a younger population.
6. What do you think about the existing housing in the Parish?
About right
Need more
Flats/apartments
Bungalows
Small Houses (1-2 bed)
Medium Houses (3-4 bed)
Large houses (5+ bed)

Too many

7. Do you intend to stay in the Parish in the near future? If not, why are you intending to leave?

8. If you do want to move house, what is preventing you from moving? (please tick)
a) Suitable rented housing is not available in the parish
b) Suitable housing to buy is not available in the parish
c) Suitable rented housing is available in the parish but I/we cannot afford it
d) Suitable housing to buy is available in the parish but I/we cannot afford to buy it
e) Other, please explain:
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9. What type of housing are you in now, and what type of housing will your household need in the
future (between now and 2030)? If the household requires more than one dwelling, please indicate
the number needed.
Type

Now
Owned

Private
Rental

Future
Council
Housing
Assoc.

Owned

Private
Rental

Council
Housing
Assoc.

Flat/Apartment
Bungalow
Detached House
Semi-detached
House/Terrace
Warden assisted or
retirement housing
Other
Please specify
10.

Who needs housing? Are any existing members of your own household looking to move into their
own accommodation over the next 3 years? (E.g. son or daughter, older relative)
In Sproughton

Yes

No
Elsewhere

Yes
11.

Yes

No
A14 traffic diverting through the village to avoid delays on the A14 or at the Copdock Interchange,
has been raised as a previous community issue to the Parish Council and to Babergh by the Parish
Council. If it was possible to relieve traffic in the village, would you accept a large number (100s)
of new homes in the village to pay for it if a viable scheme was put forward?
No
Page 4 of 8

SPROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
12.

Part of the Sugar Beet site (14ha) has been designated an Enterprise Zone this means that
development will be business focussed - tax concessions are often offered to encourage business
investment.
What kind of business do you think the site is suitable for?

What kind of business do you think the site is NOT suitable for?

The overall site is around 35ha (excluding the river, river bank & island). Would you support a
housing development on the undesignated part of the site?
Yes

No

Do you feel that the existing river/river-bank/island should be retained as green space/nature
reserve?
Yes

No

Do you feel that the green space should be retained between the Sugar Beet site & Sproughton to
protect its village identity?
Yes

No

13.

When development does take place within the Parish as a whole, please broadly indicate on the
map overleaf where you consider that it would best take place (in Blue)

14.

Are there areas where development should not take place? Again, please show those areas on
the map overleaf (in Red)
Please explain why you think these areas should/not be developed
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Village Design Statement
15.

The purpose of a VDS is to address the subject of design and the way new developments can be
made to harmonise with the existing character of the local area. Using the information supplied
by this questionnaire work can begin on a VDS for inclusion in the Community Led Plan. If you
would be interested in helping with this work please fill in your contact details on the last page.

Local Green Space
15.

If you would like to, please use the map to identify small areas of special green space (not
extensive tracts of land) that hold local significance. For example, because of their beauty,
historic significance, recreation value, tranquillity or richness in wildlife in close proximity to the
community, these spaces should be protected from development. Please mark on the map in
Green, and then explain your reasons to justify each area.

Infrastructure
16.

There will be new housing in Sproughton in the future. How do you think this will impact our local
infrastructure? Please provide your comments below:

Scale of growth
17.

How would you like to see future developments being built in the parish? Before you answer
please read the following:
Small – Small developments will fit in with the village better and avoid estate style development,
but we may get less community benefits
Large – In most cases large development supports more contributions and community benefits
including a higher amount of affordable housing delivery. The development however may not
necessarily fit in as well with the rest of the village.
Please tick only one option:
Small scale and
dispersed

One or two larger
developments
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Your information will not be used for any other purpose, and will not be connected to the answers you
have given to the questionnaire.

1

Development – Draw a blue area where there could be development.
No Development – Draw a red area where there should be no development
Local Green Spaces – Identify in green any area that should be designated as Green space

1

Map show Parish of Sproughton & its boundaries taken from https://www.lgbce.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/10483/map-8.pdf
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2

What Next?

Please return your completed questionnaire to the Parish Clerk. Alternatively drop it into the Community
Shop.

Date Completed………….…..

Thank you

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Becoming Involved –
If you would like us to keep you updated about how we plan to address what you have identified, or would
like to become more involved in the process, please fill in your contact details.
Yes, I would like to learn more about planning in the Parish; my contact details are as follows:
Name:.................................................................................................................................................
Address:..............................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................
Telephone Number:............................................................................................................................
Email Address:....................................................................................................................................
If other members of your household would like an extra copy of this questionnaire to complete, you can
either download it from the parish website (http://sproughton.onesuffolk.net/) or ask the Clerk for a
printed copy. Anyone running a business in the Parish but living elsewhere is also eligible to contribute to
the plan.

Clerk: Mrs Sue Frankis
24 Church Crescent
Sproughton
Suffolk IP8 3BJ
Email: pc@sproughton.sufolk.gov.uk
Phone: 01473 463852

2

Map showing the Parish of Sproughton taken from
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