The Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan

Comments Arising From The Consultation Document August 2017
In Respect Of Sproughton

Section: - Delivery

Infrastructure

-Overall we agree with the Infrastructure provision policy as set out. However, we believe that any developments MUST (not should) have good access to all necessary infrastructure needs that have been identified. 

-Planning permission should only be granted if there is some legally binding agreement that any identified infrastructure services WILL BE delivered as will the timing of its delivery. Guarantees should be structured such that they cannot be cancelled or avoided.

-We fully support and indeed, consider it essential that each scheme considers both the existing infrastructure commitments and cumulative impacts from other developments in a locality.

-It is considered essential that any new infrastructure requirements identified with a development are phased and delivered as the development progresses. Past experience has shown this has not always been the case.  
-We therefore fully support Option INF 2, but with the caveat that infrastructure policies are adhered to.

Healthy Communities 
-Whilst we agree with the policies outlined here, we are concerned that any existing individual communities should not lose their community identity and cohesion as a result of ‘creeping coalescence ‘arising from the inappropriate location of new developments.

-We consider greater attention needs to be given to avoiding the ‘swamping’ of existing communities with excessive developments. We suggest that more emphasis is given to ensuring that any necessary developments are spread more evenly over the District as a whole, rather than being concentrated in particular communities.

-We broadly support Policy OS2 but are concerned that this does not result in the ‘watering down’ of existing open space provision existing within communities.

-We support Policies NROS2 and POS2 in the protection of our Open Spaces.

-In the case of Policy CF2 whilst fully supporting this, it is considered essential that any proposals to remove existing community facilities is supported by an appropriate formal assessment carried out in conjunction with the local community.

Healthy Communities & Infrastructure

Infrastructure

Q 63. Which option do you consider most appropriate?

Please explain why?

-We fully support INF 2 for the reasons stated in the document but with the condition that all formally agreed infrastructure agreements are adhered to.
Q 64. What do you consider the key infrastructure issues in your community?

-Education
-Health services
-Highway infrastructure
-Flood risk management and resilience

Q 65. What infrastructure issues do you consider to be a priority for the future?

-Education
-Health services
-Public Transport and highway infrastructure 
-Water and drainage
-Energy provision
-Improvements to digital communications
-Leisure facilities and green infrastructure

Q 66. What infrastructure do you think would be needed to support the growth scenarios?

-The Ipswich Northern Route Project
-A12 and A14 road improvements
-Highway improvements to the commuter routes into/out of Ipswich from the Districts,  especially the A1071 and B1113
-Rail network upgrades
-Flood management and alleviation
-Upgraded household waste recycling provision
-Better Broadband for Suffolk, both basic and enhanced services
-School places in the form of expanded or new primary and secondary
    schools– location to be determined.

-Healthcare infrastructure such as ensuring there are the necessary numbers of GPs and  Dentists and their associated surgeries to support both the current and the planned population increases.

Q 67. What comments do you have on the proposed strategic approach to infrastructure delivery?

The first paragraph under Managing Infrastructure Provision heading reads “Planning Permission will only be granted if it can be demonstrated that there is, or will be, sufficient infrastructure capacity to support and meet all the necessary requirements arising from the proposed development.” 


COMMENTARY
Planning permission should only be granted if there is some form of guarantee that the infrastructure services WILL BE delivered or the necessary funds are ring-fenced to ensure the cumulative infrastructure needs arising from existing and new developments will be completed in good time.
Q 68. Should a separate policy be developed to manage provision of education and healthcare?

Yes
Q69. Should the strategy of the Plan be focussed on addressing deprivation?

The strategy of the Plan should be flexible enough to address additional social issues which will arise during the lifetime of the document; for example the needs of an increasing elderly population.

Q 70. Are there any specific approaches that should be applied to address deprivation?

These should be further developed in the light of any issues that arise or change as we move through the Plan period. For example, it is impossible to predict the approach necessary to deal with any BREXIT issues and therefore the Plan needs to be flexible enough to mitigate these.
Q 71. Are there any other circumstances and / or provisions under which open space, sports facilities or community facilities should be required and / or protected?

We believe the areas highlighted in the Plan need to be protected and preserved going forward

Q 72. Through the Plan should any other areas of Local Green Space be identified and protected?

Flood plains could provide areas of open recreational space (without structures or equipment) that would be available for a majority of the time for community use.
Q 73. Are there any specific facilities that should be included in the definition of community facilities?

The work currently being undertaken by the Councils should identify the need for any additional facilities.
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