The Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan

Comments Arising From The Consultation Document August 2017
In Respect Of Sproughton


Section – Strategic
Vision And Objectives

· Economy

-In addition to supporting the “Ipswich Northern Route”, steps must be taken to radically improve the road network in and around Sproughton, especially the junction of the A1071 and B1113, and the junction of the A1071 and Hadleigh Road. The designation of the B1113 as an Off Network Diversion Route serves to increase the importance of the need for these improvements. 

-Any increase in the number of new homes and business premises in the locality, and indeed from further afield such as Hadleigh and Sudbury, will result in further increases in traffic volumes and delays at these junctions for both personal and business users especially at peak travel times.  
· Environment
-Regarding the second bullet point; new development must avoid areas which are formal flood plains or have historically acted as flood plains. An example being the land between the A14 at Sproughton and the river Gipping, and the so called ‘Island Site’ behind the ex British Sugar site.

-We also believe the words “where possible” should be deleted to emphasize the importance of avoiding any increase to the flood risk that will undoubtedly arise if such areas are built on.
· Healthy communities & infrastructure
-It is essential that all necessary infrastructure services required to support proposed developments are delivered in good time and especially address the cumulative requirements arising from proposed developments in and around the Sproughton area.

-Whilst the District council themselves may not provide the infrastructure services, as the planning authority it should work pro-actively with providers to ensure that infrastructure needs are clearly understood and formal commitments are made to deliver them in good time.  
Q 1. What do you think the vision should be?
A - Generally as stated but with emphasis on certain areas outlined below. 
Q 2. Do you agree with the identified objectives? Please explain reasoning.
A - The Objectives seem to be appropriate but concerns exist regarding;

· Housing
Particular emphasis must be placed on providing housing that the local residents need and can afford to buy. Developers must be made to provide the Affordable Homes Tariff agreed at the planning stage.
· Economy
-In addition to supporting the “Ipswich Northern Route”, steps must be taken to radically improve the road network in and around Sproughton, especially the junction of the A1071 and B1113, and the junction of the A1071 and Hadleigh Road. The designation of the B1113 as an Off Network Diversion Route serves to increase the importance of the need for these improvements. 

-Any increase in the number of new homes and business premises in the locality, and indeed from further afield such as Hadleigh and Sudbury, will result in further increases in traffic volumes and delays at these junctions for both personal and business users especially at peak travel times.  
· Environment
-Regarding the second bullet point; new development must avoid areas which are formal flood plains or have historically acted as flood plains. An example being the land between the A14 at Sproughton and the river Gipping, and the so called ‘Island Site’ behind the ex British Sugar site.

-We also believe the words “where possible” should be deleted to emphasize the importance of avoiding any increase to the flood risk that will undoubtedly arise if such areas are built on.
· Healthy communities & infrastructure
-It is essential that all necessary infrastructure services required to support proposed developments are delivered in good time and especially address the cumulative requirements arising from proposed developments in and around the Sproughton area.

-Whilst the District council themselves may not provide the infrastructure services, as the planning authority it should work pro-actively with providers to ensure that infrastructure needs are clearly understood and formal commitments are made to deliver them in good time.
Q 3. Are there other objectives which should be added?

-The road network in and around Sproughton is long overdue improvements to address the issues at the junction of the A1071 and  B1113 and the A1071 and Hadleigh Road. The designation of the B1113 as an Off Network Diversion Route serves to increase the importance of the need for these improvements.

-Any increase in the number of new homes and business premises in the locality, and indeed from further afield such as Hadleigh and Sudbury, will result in further increases in traffic volumes and delays at these junctions for both personal and business users especially at peak travel times.  


-To ACTIVELY protect and enhance the existing environmental assets.

-Whilst we agree with the policies outlined here, we are concerned that any existing individual communities should not lose their community identity and cohesion as a result of ‘creeping coalescence ‘arising from the inappropriate location of new developments.

-We consider greater attention needs to be given to avoiding the ‘swamping’ of existing communities with excessive developments. We suggest that more emphasis is given to ensuring that any necessary developments are spread more evenly over the District as a whole, rather than being concentrated in particular communities.

-We broadly support Policy OS2 but are concerned that this does not result in the ‘watering down’ of existing open space provision existing within communities.

Q 4. What should be a priority across the district area? (please state which district) 

A – District =  Babergh (Sproughton)
-The more pragmatic apportionment of the location of the required housing across the whole of Babergh.
-Ensuring that the infrastructure requirements associated with any new developments are formally identified and agreed and in place at the right time.
Q 5. What is most important for your town or village? 

· The provision of the necessary Schools/ school places to serve the existing and increases in demand.   
· Ensure that the necessary Healthcare services (GP, Home care, Optician, Dentist etc) are identified and in place as the demand for them increases. 
· That the necessary improvements are made to the Highway infrastructure to mitigate  the existing and future traffic volumes.
Duty to Cooperate
Q 5 (A). Do you agree or disagree with the identified key issues for compliance with the Duty- to-Cooperate for the Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan? Please explain why. 

A – We generally agree with the issues for the reasons outlined.

An issue however identified is the lack of reference for the duty of BMSDC to cooperate at all levels under NPPF policies. Apparently overlooked in this consultation, including locally at Parish Council level, as although there clearly have been communication with other authorities this consultation has been constructed without any communication at Parish Council Level.
Q 6. 
Are there any other key planning issues which need to be considered in accordance with the Duty-to-Cooperate? Please explain why. 
A – None Identified
This document is the copyright of Sproughton Parish Council and the members of the Working party under SPC who contributed to it. Use of this document is subject to approval which may be assumed if the document has been forwarded to you by SPC. 








